A new species of crinoid-associated pontoniine shrimp genus from the genus Laomenes Clark, 1915, L. holthuisi sp. nov., is described from Hachijo Island, Izu Islands, Japan. The species is part of the L. amboinensis species group, differing from the other species by its morphology and coloration. Specimens previously recorded from Japan as L. ceratophthalmus (Borradaile, 1915) 
INTRODUCTION
Symbiotic communities associated with feather stars (crinoids) (Echinodermata: Crinoidea) are very rich including various marine invertebrates, shrimp being among the most noticeable components of such communities. The obligate crinoid-associated pontoniine shrimp genus Laomenes Clark, 1915 was recently revised (Marin, 2009 ) with species appearing to be host specific, correlated with a specific morphology and coloration. Eight species of the genus are presently known, all from the tropical Indo-West Pacific (Bruce, 1983 (Bruce, , 2006 Marin, 2009) , however, the true diversity of the genus is far from well known.
During a visit to the Coastal Branch of the Natural History Museum and Institute (CBNHM), Chiba, Japan, the first author was able to examine a collection of specimens of the genus Laomenes deposited there. Selected material previously recorded from Japan by Okuno & Fujita (2007) were re-examined and re-identified; all specimens previously identified as L. ceratophthalmus (Borradaile, 1915) are re-identified as L. tigris Marin, 2009 ; no specimens of L. ceratophthalmus were found in the collection of CBNHM. Two specimens (previously identified as Laomenes amboinensis) from the Izu Islands, for which an in situ photo was published in Kato & Okuno (2001) was found to be a new species and accordingly described below. Postorbital carapace length (pcl, in mm) is used as the standard measurement of size. All material is deposited in the Coastal Branch of the Natural History Museum and Institute, Chiba (CMNH), Katsuura, Japan. Paratype -male (pcl 2.5 mm) (CMNH-ZC 01243), same locality and host as holotype.
Description. -Holotype female. Carapace swollen, smooth, with prominent antennal and hepatic tooth ( fig. 2A, C) ; antennal tooth sharp and slender similar to hepatic tooth. Rostrum long, deep, compressed, slightly turned downwards, with four large dorsal teeth and one subapical dorsal tooth; ventral margin slightly convex, with single tooth situated in distal third of length
